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About the category numbers of language competences and language activities
The category numbers of communicative language competences and communicative language activities in the JF Standard 
Tree start from the branches, which represent language activities, and increase towards the roots of the tree, which represent 
language competences. Also, the numbers enclosed in squares signify general or comprehensive activities or competences, 
while the numbers enclosed in circles stand for categories in which the activities and competences are further classified in more 
detailed groups. (receptive activities: 1–11, productive activities: 12–19, interactive activities: 20–31, strategies: 32–38, texts: 39, 
40 competences: 41–53)
The JF Standard presents sentences that describe the levels of Japanese-language proficiency as what the learner ‘can do’ in 
Japanese, which are classified in the abovementioned categories. Can-dos within each category are further divided into six levels.
‘*1 semantic competences’ and ‘*2 orthoepic competences,’ which are categorised as linguistic competences, are listed but 
presently have no Can-do entries.




